
Here’s a few tips to ensure that your vehicle is 
ready to rock and roll when we’re able to start 
moving freely again.

Maintaining your vehicle  
during lockdown

Take regular peeks at your battery and charge 
it if it is running low. Schedule a check-up or 
replace your battery if it continuously goes flat 
– especially if it’s being used for essential work 
during this time. 

   Maintaining your  
         bike’s battery  
 
• Typically, a bike battery dies after two  
 to four months when left idle in the garage. 
 Newer batteries won’t last beyond three  
 to five months. 

• If possible, use a battery charger to prevent it 
 going completely flat after being left idle for a 
 long time.

• Letting your bike’s battery continuously die 
 can cause permanent damage and can reduce 
 its ability to charge fully.

Grab some  
cleaning wipes    
It’s worth using antibacterial fluid or wipes to 
clean every contact point on your vehicle - for 
example your boot, keys, both sides of the door 
handles and steering wheel.

  Maintaining your  
  van’s battery  
• Buy a cheap trickle charger and regularly 
charge it all day or to top the battery up.

• If you’ve got a garage, you could get a smart 
charger, it only draws current when needed and 
can be plugged in all day, keeping the battery 
ready for action. 

Maintaining      
your car’s battery 

Keeping your  
engine fit   
You can help your vehicle to stretch its 
legs during essential trips for example 
going to work, collecting medicine or 
food shopping. It doesn’t need to be a 
road trip, a simple 5 minute drive to the 
shops can do the trick and maintain solid 
engine performance. You can even switch 
on the engine for five minutes and by the 
time you’ve let two songs play on the 
radio it’s been properly warmed up. You 
may actually need to take a road trip to 
a local garage (some are still open) if the 
engine warning lights come on, so keep 
an eye out.
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Judge a book by its cover 
– review your vehicle  
and tyres    
Take a good look at your vehicle and ensure 
that these things have been cleaned and work:

• Both indicators 
• Rear reflectors
• Lights 
• Lenses (check for cracks)

Don’t tyre-tread lightly around the law:

• No matter how much you’ll be driving, 
   regularly check your tyres
• The minimum legal tread depth is 1.6mm 
   across the central three quarters of the tyre 
   and around its circumference
• Beat the rush – replace your tyres long before 
   they get down to the legal standard

Do you still need to get an MOT?    
All drivers whose car, motorcycle or van is due for an MOT test 
from 1 August 2020 will be required to get a test certificate to 
continue driving their vehicle.

If you own a motorhome, don’t forget to:    

Stay tuned, we’ll be keeping you informed with helpful information throughout  
this challenging time.

1. Clean your motorhome regularly:  
 Start with a spring clean.

2. Crack open the windows: This can reduce 
 locked in moisture and condensation.

3. Take a peek at your roof joins: Regularly 
 check for gaps, leaks or movement in your roof, 
 and refer it to a professional if any issues pop up.

4. Check your appliances:  Make sure they turn  
 off and on.

5. Inspect your awning and moving parts: 
 You’ll be able to react quicker before rust or other 
 issues arise.

6. Check your battery, oil and spark plugs: 
 Ensure that your spark plugs are working and 
 clean, as well your oil being filled up. Run your 
 battery at regular intervals to keep it active.

7. Keep your tyres right and wheel bolts 
 tight:  
 You need 1.6mm of tyre tread (UK legal standard)  
 and keep your wheel bolts nice and tight.

8. Stop - in the name of brakes and tow bars:  
 Ensure that your tow bar and brakes (electrical  
 system included) is secure and in full working 
 order.

Release the handbrake     
Your brakes can bind or seize if you lay your car 
up too long with the handbrake on. A weekly 
drive should avoid sticky brakes.

Petrol     
Keeping your fuel tank as full helps to avoid 
rust. If you decide to top up your petrol, please 
use gloves when handling the fuel pump. Don’t 
forget to remove your gloves before you get 
home and wash or dispose of them.

Parking    
You should park in a damp-free area or use a 
car cover to protect it from the elements.


